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STANDING COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM LEGISLATION AND STATUTES REVIEW 

127th Report — “Transport Legislation Amendment (Identity Matching Services) Bill 2020” — Tabling 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.20 pm]: I am 
directed to present the 127th report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, 
“Transport Legislation Amendment (Identity Matching Services) Bill 2020”. 

[See paper 4069.] 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: Madam President, the report that I have just tabled advises the house of the 
committee’s findings and recommendations regarding the Transport Legislation Amendment (Identity Matching 
Services) Bill 2020. The bill is said to principally give effect to Western Australia’s commitments made under the 
Intergovernmental Agreement on Identity Matching Services signed by the commonwealth and all states and 
territories on 5 October 2017. The bill amends the Road Traffic (Administration) Act 2008, the Road Traffic 
(Authorisation to Drive) Act 2008 and the Western Australian Photo Card Act 2014 to authorise and enable the 
disclosure of photographs, signatures and related biographical information to the National Driver Licence Facial 
Recognition Solution for identity matching. The committee has found that the bill will impact upon parliamentary 
sovereignty to the extent that it authorises the executive to determine the commencement date of the substantive 
clauses of the bill by proclamation; contains an open-ended regulation-making power for the executive to prescribe 
by regulation the people or classes of people to whom identifying information may be disclosed and the purposes 
for which such information may be disclosed; contains open-ended regulation-making powers for the executive to 
prescribe by regulation circumstances in which identifying information can be compelled to be disclosed in civil 
proceedings, despite the act containing a prohibition against such disclosure; and does not contain a reviewed 
provision. The committee has drawn these clauses to the Legislative Council’s attention for consideration during 
debate on the bills. I commend the report to the house. 

128th Report — “Legal Profession Uniform Law Application Bill 2020 and 
Legal Profession Uniform Law Application (Levy) Bill 2020 — Extension of Time” — Tabling 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.22 pm]: I am directed 
to present the 128th report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, “Legal Profession 
Uniform Law Application Bill 2020 and Legal Profession Uniform Law Application (Levy) Bill 2020 — 
Extension of Time”. 

[See paper 4070.] 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: On 16 June 2020, the Legislative Council referred the Legal Profession Uniform 
Law Application Bill 2020, otherwise known as the legal profession bill, and the Legal Profession Uniform Law 
Application (Levy) Bill 2020, known as the legal profession levy bill, to the Standing Committee on Uniform 
Legislation and Statutes Review for consideration and report. The reporting date is 11 August 2020—the next 
sitting day after the 45-day period mandated by standing order 126. The legal profession bill and the legal profession 
levy bill are intended to be debated cognately in the Legislative Council. The committee intends to consider both 
bills in its report.  

The legal profession bill seeks to apply the legal profession uniform law as a law of Western Australia, introduce 
a mechanism for automatically incorporating future amendments to the legal profession uniform law as a law of 
Western Australia subject to those amendments being disallowed by Parliament, enact provisions to regulate 
legal practice which have local application in Western Australia, and repeal the Legal Profession Act 2008 and 
the Law Society Public Purposes Trust Act 1984. When enacted, it will be the Legal Profession Uniform Law 
Application Act 2020. 

The legal profession levy bill amends the act to provide for a levy to be imposed by section 243 of the act or 
regulations made under that section. The legal profession levy bill is timed to commence immediately after 
section 243 of the act commences operation.  

The committee has identified parliamentary sovereignty issues raised by the legal profession bill. These include 
commencement by proclamation; the use of Henry VIII clauses; concerns about the proposed disallowance 
mechanism, including the requirement for amendments to Legislative Council standing order 67; and the application 
of uniform regulations and uniform rules in Western Australia and the process by which they may be disallowed. 
On 3 August 2020, the committee passed a motion to seek an extension of time in which it was to report to the 
Legislative Council. The extension of time is requested to enable the committee to properly discharge its reporting 
obligations to the Legislative Council due to the need to consider the significant parliamentary sovereignty 
issues raised by the legal profession bill, the requirement to report on the Transport Legislation Amendment 
(Identity Matching Services) Bill 2020 by 11 August 2020, and members’ commitments on other parliamentary 
committees. The committee therefore requests an extension of time in which it is to report on the Legal Profession 
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Uniform Law Application Bill 2020 and the Legal Profession Uniform Law Application (Levy) Bill 2020 from 
11 August 2020 to 15 September 2020. I should add that, as usual, if the report is completed before that time, 
the committee shall, of course, table it at the earliest opportunity. 

Extension of Reporting Time — Motion 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.25 pm] — without 
notice: I move — 

That the reporting date for the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review inquiry 
into the Legal Profession Uniform Law Application Bill 2020 and the Legal Profession Uniform Law 
Application (Levy) Bill 2020 be extended from 11 August 2020 to 15 September 2020. 

[Leave granted for the member’s speech to be continued at a later stage of the sitting.] 

Debate thus adjourned. 
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